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ADY ER-I TS E:ME:N' . 


HE following Diſſertation was occaſioned 
by the finding of a filver coin of Carau- 

frus, with a female head on the reverſe, 
the legend Oriuna Aug. upon which ſeveral con- 
jectures aroſe, who this Oriuna ſhould be? The 
Poſſeſſors thereof very warmly aſſerted it to be 
the Wife of the Emperor Carauſius; that it 
could not be otherwiſe, and was accordingly ſent 
as ſuch to France. But the writer of the fol- 
lowing diſſertation being of a very different opi- 
nion, he has thus judged proper to publiſh his 
particular reaſons and opinion on the ſubject. 
As to ſome letters, reaſonings, or opinions, which 
this ſubject may have occaſioned, as well as other 
coins, mentioned in a correſpondence with Monſ. 
de Boge, Director of the French Academy at Paris, 
and keeper of the King's Medals and Antiquities, 
ſuch being in French, it was judged moſt proper 
Jo to be publiſhed ſeparately. This gentleman 
has indeed, in one of his letters to the author, 
promiſed to explain this medal to us —Comme 
{Jays he) je Vexpliquerai quelque jour dans un 
plus grand detail. The author will be extremely 
B glad 
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glad to fee ſuch performance of this greatly 


learned gentleman, to diſprove, or more to the 

urpoſe than what is hereafter ſaid, even with 
all his helps and aſſiſtance from the cabinet, li- 
brary, &c. of his moſt chriſtian majeſty. But 
our author ſeems as little to depend on this, as 
on his propoſed wager (on the medal of Mace- 
don) when he mentioned the P. of the R.S. 
with two others, &c. to decide it, and after- 
wards pretended he meant no ſuch thing. This 
being printed in Quarto, is fit to bind up with 
the book on Carauſius, of Mon). Genebrier. It 
may not be amiſs at the ſame time to obſerve, 
that the coins there are not according to their 
real magnitude or ſizes, as the following of ours 
are; his alſo have a ſameneſs in letters and 


graving, &c. eaſy to be obſerved, whereas theſe 


hereafter, are exafly as they are in the coins, 
being done under the immediate inſpection of the 


proprietor or author ; thoſe of the former not 


being in his poſſeſſion, as ours in general are, is 


ſome excuſe for Monſ. Genebrier. It is the 


great variety of reverſes on the coins of this 


Emperor, which can only enable us to give any 


tolerable Account or Hiſtory of him. 


DISSERTATION 


O N 


%% UMNA 


The fuppoſed WIr E of CARAUSIUS, 
MoN ARCH or EMPEROR of GREAT BRITAIN, 


HE Emperor Carauſrus, who reigned 
in Great Britain for many years, in the 
time of the Roman Emperor Diocle- 

ſian, the great Chriſtian perſecutor, with whom 

he was ſeveral years in war, afterwards forced 
him to a peace, and became collegue with him 
in the Roman empire, evinced by his coins, as 
well as thoſe of Diocleſian, to wit, the Pax 
auggg. is however ſcarcely ſo much as known, 
or to have been heard of, unleſs to ſome few, 
converſant or curious in the antient coins, 


moſtly, 
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6 A DISSERTATION 


moſtly, if not wholly (and ſo frequently found) 
in this our iſland. Thoſe few of the Roman 
writers, who have mentioned him, having done 
it very ſlightly, (the common fate of thoſe who 
did not govern in Rome) ſo that he has ſcarce 
hitherto been minded, or taken notice of, even 
by us Britons; nay, tho' even alſo mentioned by 
modern writers, and faid to be of this iſland, 
or of Ireland, which laſt is by ſome inſiſted on. 
This opinion, however, ſeems intirely idle, an 
ill-grounded imagination, principally founded 
on Aurelius Victor, on his mentioning Menapiæ 
civis, much more likely to be underſtood Me- 
napia of Flanders, than that of Ireland, with 
which the Romans, or even the Britons (at that 
time) had no communication. And we find 
that Camden, or Buchanan, tho ſo very dili- 
gent writers, yet do not aſſert him to have 
been of either of our iſlands. Helinandus, who 
lived about the time of the x 2th century, in 
the Paſſion of St. Gerion, as well as Eutropius, 
makes him of noble birth, which, with the 
names on his coins, as that of M. (or Marcus) 
Aur. Val. Carauſius, ſeems to prove him of 
Roman extraction, as appears to be more par- 
ticularly confirmed in his utmoſt endeavours 
towards commemorating and aggrandizing of 
Rome, rather than in particular that of Britain, 

 &C, 
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&c. as that of Rome AEterne on his coins, 
that of his being alſo, or affecting to be Roman 
Conſul, as appears there likewiſe. The Curious 
may more fully ſatisfy themſelves on this head, 
in the Book of Monſ. Genebrier, who has 
treated very fully and learnedly on that ſubject, 
of his Birth, &c. Our preſent inquiries being 
on the ſubject of a Silver Coin of this Emperor 
lately ſent to France, and now in the cabinet 
of his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, on which there 
is a Female head, vouched to be the Empreſs, 
or Wife of the ſaid Emperor Carauſius. The 
firſt queſtion then, which will or may natu- 
rally ariſe, is, how we are convinced, what 
Certainty and what Authority we have for his 
ever having been married, any more than his 
Succeſſor Allectus, with many others, of whom 
no author makes the leaſt mention of either one 
or the other having ever been married ? and 
whether an Iriſh, Britiſh, Flemiſh, German, or 
a Roman Lady, is not in the leaſt to be diſ- 
covered. The different poſſeſſors of this re- 
markable coin have aſſerted her Name to be 
Oriuna, as indeed appears round a Female head 
on the Reverſe of that Emperor Carauſius, 
that is, Oriuna aug. as if a Roman name; yet 
were it fo, what proof, I pray, have we next 
of its being the Wife? or why may it not be 
C the 
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the Mother, Aunt, Siſter, Niece or Miſtreſs of 
this Emperor? as of Veſpaſian, Trajan, Alex. 
Sev. &c. without mentioning a Daughter, 
which legitimate, will ſuppoſe a Wife. Neither 
have we the leaſt account of any Child of this 
Prince for to corroborate that opinion : but as 
yet, to come ſomewhat nearer, by examining 
the Records of that time, to wit, his Coins, 
{till found and preſerved with us, it may then 
be obſerved, that Carauſius, as well as his Pre- 
deceſſors, Aurelian and others, did greatly 
adore the Sun, inſomuch that he ſeems to have 
carried it {till farther than any one before him; 
yet it may not be amiſs, ere we proceed, here 
to take notice, that very lately, anterior to this 
above-mentioned coin, there was theft one like- 
wile given out, or paſſed about, nay, was at 
that time as confidently afferted to be the 
Wife of Carauſius, to wit, the Capita jugata, 
the two radiated Heads, that is to ſay, his, with 
the Head of the Sun beyond him, commonly 
then called his Wife, though ſince ſufficiently 
proved to be otherwiſe, by the Flagellum in 
the hand, common to Apollo, with his radiated 
Head. There is another in the collection of Earl 
Pembroke, Cap. jug. Reverſe, a Female figure 
ſitting, Legend Diana. The many various and 
different types of the Sun, on the reverſes of 

Carauſius, 
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Carauſius, are not altogether unknown, as that 
of the Legend of Oriens, with the figure of 
Apollo radiated, and in various Poſitions, both 
with and without Slaves at his feet; as alſo 
the Head of the Sun radiated, Legend Pacator 
Orbis; ſo that of Invifus, with the figure of 
Apollo extended. The Apolloni Conſerv. with 
the Centaur, moſt probably ſo, tho' extream 
blunderingly ſtruck in the Letters, &. Alſo 
the like Legend with the Griffin, much more 
diſtinct. There is likewiſe the Siſter of Apollo, 
Ln Diane Conſerv. with the Buck, ſacred 
Apollo ; - ſo with the Buſt alſo of this God- 
be in her hand a Laurel Crown, Legend 
Adjutrix aug. All which, except the firſt 
mentioned, Capita jugata, of which there are 
ſeveral, the others, five of which are Unics, 
are in my collection: from all which it is ob- 
ſervable, the great Fondneſs he had in uſing 
or dreſſing the Sun, and Siſter, he or ſhe, in 
variety of ways, probably as much, or more ſo 
than any other Emperor. I might mention 
the Head of Mars alſo, as another Divinity 
uſed by him, as well as Neptune, both which 
I alſo have. And here it may not be improper 
to take notice, that the Heads of Mars and 
Diana are Capita jugata in Victorinus, which 
ſhews Diana to have been uſed alſo in the mar- 
tial 
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tial way. But to approach ſtill nearer to the 
Medal at firſt mentioned, now under our im- 
mediate conſideration, to wit, that called the 
Wife of Carauſius, with the Legend Oriuna, 
without here ſuppoſing any blunder, ſo com- 
mon at that time, why may we not be allowed 
to ſuppoſe it a compound Name from Oriens ? 
as ſignifying the proper name of a Female, and 
ſo given to Mithra, under the form of a Wo- 
man ; the Sun being repreſented both as Male 
and Female, and that ſuch compliment or ad- 
dreſs ſhould alſo be meant to + Mithra, as well 
as to Apollo, in his common form, need not 
ſeem ſtrange. And even as to the Pearls about 
her neck, that Mithra ſhould be deck'd, or 
ornamented with fuch, by Pliny termed || 
Gemma Solis, cannot appear ſo very wonderful; 
it was very common to the Divinities, parti- 
cularly to thoſe of the Female gender. Thus 


Venus is generally ſo ornamented : We ſee it 


+ Mithra, or Mithras, was Sol and Luna, or the Sun in 
ſorm of Male, or Female, highly adored and venerated by 
the Perſians and Orientals in general, and ſo named by them : 
thereafter alſo worſhipped by the Romans, and followed by the 


Gauls and Britons, particularly in the time of Aurelian, as well 


as afterwards, of which there are ſtill ſeveral ancient Remains 
in this INand, and refer further on that head to the ingenious 
and learned Dr. Steukley, who has a Manuſcript thereon. 

| Mihrax, quam alibi Solis Gemmam voc. 


alſo 
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alſo about the neck of Piety, Liberty, Moneta, 
that of Rome, and that of Diana, &c. which 
laſt, the Reader may find to be the ſame very 
Head as that of Lap Oriuna here mentioned, 
with bow and quiver behind, and even the 
head likewiſe ſo ornamented. Vid. Morell. 
Famill. Lollia, the others in that of Cariſia, 
Caſſia and Julia, This, with thoſe of Diana 
hereafter-mentioned, and ſo much addreſſed to 
by Carauſius to aſſiſt him, tiling her his Help, 
his Preſerver, &c. might ſeem ſufficient proof 
of what is here advanced. Nor do we obſerve 
an inſtance of any Necklace of Pearl wore by 
any Empreſs, or real perſon, before, or even at 
that time, not until at leaſt a hundred years 
thereafter, towards the time of Theodoſius. 
But, as yet, I might likewiſe add, that Mzſa, 
the Aunt of Alex. Severus, was not her real 
name, though even ſtruck on that Coin, no 
more than that of Auguſtus was his, her pro- 
per name being Varia, according to Lampri- 
dius; Mæſa, in the Syrophenician, ſignifying 
the Sun, ſhe being the Prieſteſs of that Planet, 
or Deity, was accordingly complimented and 
honoured with the ſaid name of Mæſa. The 
Sun was by them termed Dominus Cæœli, and 
by the Hebrews Queen of Heaven. On this 
Brefaid Coin, there ſeems alſo to appear ſome- 

| what 
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what like a Laurel Crown around the head of 
the ſame Lady, well known to be ſo common 
to Apollo; yet as this does not appear the moſt 
plain and diſtin, there are, I find, others, with 
thoſe more immediately, or latterly poſſeſſed of 
that Coin, who are rather inclined to have, and 
call it a Diadem, notwithſtanding a real diadem 
is altogether unprecedented with any Roman 
Empreſs ; though lower down ſome may have 
their heads otherwiſe ornamented. But were it 
ſtill ſuppoſed to be a real unprecedented + Dia- 


dem, I know not if even ſuch would not rather 


appear more truly to belong to this Female 
Divinity, than to any Roman Empreſs. But, 
as yet, admitting Oriuna to be derived from 


Oriens, thus ending in a Female Termina- 


tion, compounded of the firſt half of the 
word, to wit, Ori t, and the adverb na, 
ſynonymous with fimul, or Unity; and ſup- 
poſing this firſt half, or rather, indeed, two 


+ Or if, as it is obſcure, we ſuppoſe it a Tiara, or Perſian 
Bonnet, that is ſtill for us. 

t Ora, vel Ori, was a piece of money uſed in the time of 
Ethelred. Thus Oriuna, or indeed Oras duas, was paid by a 
certain pariſh to the Abbot of Peterborough; yet this we do not 
ſuppoſe has aught to do with this Coin, ſome hundred years 
before it, or to have the Head of the Goddeſs Moneta thereon, 
yet may not Ori be alſo from Oriens. Vid. Hicks* Theſaurus, in 
Records of Peterb. Ora ſive Hora. 


things, 
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thirds, the ſaid two firſt ſyllables of the three 


to ſtand for the whole, to wit, Oriens, or 
oriental; the adverb ana being then added, 
turns it into a Female termination, as well as 
fignifying altogether, all at once, or all un- 
der one, that is all the oriental Divinitics in 
one, as Sol, Apollo, Phæbe, Mithra, Diana, 
Sc. ſo often 'S: Aa addreſſed to by him, under 
various names, forms, and ſhapes. Thus Oriuna 
would prove a much more proper and ſignifi- 
cant name than Mithra, who might, neverthe- 
leſs, be repreſented in ſuch Female dreſs, not 
before uſed on his Coins. Thus likewiſe Oriuna 
proves to be much more eligible and ſignificant 
than Oriena, ſhould we apprehend they might 
have made that choice. Nay, why indeed 
- ſhould ſuch a compound ſeem ſo much more 
ſtrange, on this or the like occaſion, than that 
of Diana, or Duana quod duobus temporibus, 
& Die & Nocte appareat, that is, Dies, or 
Sol, to wit, Janus and Jana, vel Luna, Day 
and Night. And now let us conſider this ſin- 

lar name in another form or ſhape ; and 
yet I will not hereby poſitively affirm and aſſert, 
that Oriuna is or was either Siſter or Daughter 


of + Orion, or to the Gods Jupiter, Apollo, 


+ Orion, as the Gallant of Diana, might alſo be joined, or 
conſidered under the like form, 


Nep- 
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Neptune, or Mercury, although it bears fo 
great affinity to that name, and that Orion was 


originally Urion ; for the Urine of theſe Gods, 


and that the ſaid U, was judged proper to be 
changed to O, as carrying the better ſound, &c. 
yet, though even ſo alſo, we are not yet peremp- 
torily inclined to affirm, that the laſt O of Orion 
might have been altered to an U, by the like 
authority, and ſo terminate with an a, to 
wit, Oriuna, as a Female, But if as yet, from 
what has hitherto been faid, it till be ad- 
vanced, that it ſeems not altogether contrary to 
our Apprehenſion to imagine, that Oriuna may 
be imagined to be the name of a Divinity, or 
Conſtellation, or in ſome ſuch like manner de- 
rived or conſidered from Orion. And ftill fur- 
ther, can certainly ſay, that we cannot re- 
collect any Empreſs, or Female name, amongſt 
the Romans, ending in ana, and yet is fo 
to be found amongſt the Divinities, ſuch as 
that of Luna and Fortuna, &c. conſequently 
may be allowed to advance on what is ſaid, 
it appears highly probable that this name, or 
head, ſhould be, or have ſome affinity to 
Apollo, or the Divinities, more likely than to 
be any real perſon. And now, with our Readers 


permiſſion, I muſt, as yet, go further on this 


ſubje& of Orion, it is then moſt certain, that 


this 
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this Conſtellation was in the higheſt veneration 
amongſt the antients, not only with the Eaſtern 
nations, but even alſo with the Greeks and 
Romans, confirmed and mentioned in Holy 
Writ, by Fob, chap. xxxviii. verſe 31. Can/t 
thou bind the ſweet influences of Pleiades? f or 
looſe the bands of Orion ?—So Horace allo, 


Dum pecori lupus, & nautis infeſtus Orion g. 
Turbaret Hibernum mare ||. 


This ſeems much apropos with fuch, particu- 
larly, as affert Caraufius to have been of Ire- 
land. Now, whether fo, or otherwiſe, it is {till 


much more to our preſcnt purpoſe, when we 


+ As the Hebrew Ianguage is looſe and indetermined, we 
have little from thence. But in the French it is, on faire 
_ les tempetes, qu excite la conſtellation d' Orion. Martin. 
Amit. 

+ Tentator Orion, Dianæ, &c. Hor. lib. 3. ode 4. thus 
fuppoſed the gallant of Diana. Vid. alſo ode 28. lib. 1. and 
tb. 2. ode 13. 

If by Hibernum mare be commonly underſtood the Win- 
ter or Northern Sea only, we fay, this Iſland was, by 
Orpheus, Ariſtotle, Strabo, Sc. called "ym, or erna. 
Hyberno Tempore, was alſo in uſe. Ptolemey calls it Iverna ; 


ſo v, as the Greeks changed for 6, is Hiberna. Bochart brings 


Flibernia from the Phoenician Jherne, ſignifying moſt diſtant , 
fo as that is both North and Weſt to them. Now, whether 
the Latins took the word Hibernus from thenee, or otherwiſe, 
is not material; but it is certain, that was the malt winterly 


and moſt North-weſt part known to the Antients. 
E conſider 
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conſider him originally a Sailor, or a Pirate, 
as is generally allowed, and aflerted by hiſto- 
rians, before he came to be Emperor of Great- 
Britain. So that if he honoured, or ſhewed a 
more eſpecial regard and reſpect to this Con- 
ſtellation, can no way feem ſtrange. The 
Greek of vg, from i ru vn, ex Urina, is in the 
accuſative, Ter la, conſequently, in the Latin 
Oriuna; or if alledged rather to be Oriona, I 
imagine that the Romans would more readily 
make choice of the former reading; thus to 
avoid the Cacophonie, as well as to follow by 
precedent, in the ſame name, or letter, before- 
mentioned. This Conſtellation was alſo greatly 
proverbial, both with the Greeks and Romans, 
VIS, Youde, TOAAGXS Npiuv 14g vb rerg, Fallit ſæpiſſime 
nautas Orion. It may not likewiſe be altoge- 
ther improper to add, that the vowels taken or 
derived by the Greeks from the Hebrews, as 
the Romans did from the Greeks, were vari- 
ouſly uſed and ſpoken, according to different 
times, place, tone, accent, and manner of 
ſpeech, of ſuch particular province or country. 
So M and o were frequently and mutually uſed, 
or exchanged, one for the other, (as Quintillian 
obſerves) according to ſuch humour, or then 
prevailing cuſtom. So # into a, as v, calix, 
and z into e and i, as eu, ibex, Quo, fo. 1 

S 
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likewiſe 1 in o, +, nox, and the Latins volgus, 
for vuſgus. Priſcian takes notice, that the # 
was not in uſe with ſome of the people of Italy, 
only the o. So Pliny, on the other hand, re- 
lates, that ſome cities uſed the z only for the o; 
and thus again 4 into 4, as Exden, Hecuba; fo 
+ 0 into , Aoxaurus, for Aſculapius, Kugos, Cy- 
rus, Kung, Cyprus, poblicum for publicum, vol- 
gos for vulgus. It would be endleſs the inſtances 
of this nature, that might be given to illuſtrate 
this Subject ; I ſhall therefore refer the more in- 
quiſitive Reader to the ſchoolmen and gram- 
marians treating thereof. I might alſo bring 
infinite numbers of confirmations of this kind, 
on many antient Roman coins ftruck at dif- 
ferent times, in various places; but this here 
hinted may, I hope, at preſent ſuffice : and 
yet I muſt ftill further add, that they were par- 
ticularly - obſervant as to ſound, as is men- 
tioned : | 


Ante vocales locari litera o tres non poteſt, 


A, vel i, vel u, coherens duplicem ut reddat 
ſonum. 


+ So ou in the Greek was turned by the Latins to u, as A 
der, for Lucius Sulpitins, | 


And 
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And again, it is likewiſe very certain, that we 
know nothing of the real pronounciation of 
either the Greek or Roman Languages. It, 
however, appears moſt likely to me, that the 
modern Greeks do ſtill retain the neareſt pro- 
nounciation to their antient predeceſſors. And 
thus it is they pronounce the Gama, cha, with 
the gutterel accent, not ga, as by us; ſo 4 
thelta, not delta, as probably the antients like- 
wile did. So the Romans poſſibly alſo, as well as 
the Italians, more or leſs do; to wit, Chichers, 
or nearly Shigero, rather than Cicero, or Siſero, 
as pronounced with us, It is further remark- 
able with us moderns, that words and pro- 
per names are often altered, and changed in 
found as well as in the writing, by letters being 
left out or altered, according to caprice or 
cuſtoms of perſons in different provinces or 
kingdoms, nay, even daily confirmed in the dif- 
terent parts of Great-Britain. 

And now, after having ſo far given my 
thoughts on this ſubject, I here rather advance 
them as the moſt probable conjectures, and 
perhaps with the ſtrongeſt ae of any ap- 
pearing, but are not given for abſolute cer- 
tainty, in this caſe too difficult to be done; 
yet ſince, particularly, ſuch as are or have been 
proprietors, &c. of this Coin, are not ſo pleaſed, 
making 
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making ſlight of this, or any ſuch account, as 
allows not Oriuna to be the Empreſs and wife 
of Carauſius, I ſhall then, as yet, beg to be in- 
dulged a little further on this ſubject. Now, if 
alledged, that even allowing Oriuna as the ac- 
cuſative of Orion in the Greek, this would 
only prove it as meant to Orion, that male 
Conſtellation; but if we conſider this Emperor 
as inclinable to addreſs, adore, or do honour to 
all the foreſaid Divinities, Conſtellations, + Plei- 
ades, and Orion, under form of a female, which 
he had not done in ſuch manner before, as he 
had to Apollo, &c. in the male form, it need not 
ſeem ſtrange, and even alſo to give that name. 
Let us go yet further, and here again change 
the argument, though ſtill to keep ſo far to 
our former text, of its being the head of Mi- 
thra with her attributes, or thoſe of the ſaid 
Divinities together. I muſt now obſerve, that 
this head in particular, is, in my opinion, very 
ordinary and moſt indifferent workmanſhip as 


+ The Pleiades, or Siſter Conſtellation, together with Orioz, 
were ſuppoſed to be the great influencers of weather and ſeas ; 
yet we have not any direct authority to affirm, that any of theſe 
Siſters, or all in one, that this Conſtellation ſhould or could, 
by its affinity and ſimilar power with Orion, be termed Oriuna ; 
but we know they were conſidered as the caufe and rulers of 
rempeſtuous weather: thus termed the rainy Stars; ſo Pluvio/us 
S triſtis Orion, 
| F any, 
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any, ſeemingly the very worſt fabric of that Em- 


peror I have ever ſeen in ſilver, although ſuch 
concerned or intereſted in the diſpoſal of this 
Coin, willingly pretend and affirm it to be 
good work. Yet this, methinks, appears ſuf- 


fliciently to be otherwiſe, by the very drawing 


itſelf, as that of the imperfection of work and 
indiſtinctneſs of the ſymbols, (not from wear- 
ing) as well as unequal placing, and inequality 
of letters; and the Coin being an hobgoblin- 
work in general, not unlike the manner of 
the careleſs and irregular, if not blundering, 
letters, or legend, ſymbols, &c. fuch indit- 
ferent, bad, or imperfe& manufacture, being 
readily occaſioned by provincial workmen, 
common to place where ſtruck. 80 that it is 
frequent in. this manner to ſee letters wanting, 


changed, double, or defective, vaſtly more 


often ſo, than in that of the upper Empire. 
Might it not alſo be preſumed, that the Em- 
peror would chuſe to have his Empreſs repre- 
ſented by the very beſt artiſts, (of which we 
have many examples of his being very good) 
whereas a Divinity might any where, or in the 
remoteſt parts, be occaſionally ſtruck, on ſome 
victory, particular, or extraordinary occaſion. 
Now, ſuppoſing it ſhould yet be Oriens aug. 
inſtead of Oriuna aug. which was originally 

1 


oN ORIUNA, 21 


intended, we fhall then indeed find the num- 
ber of Letters to be ſtil] equal, both in one and 
the other name : and conſequently, it two of 
them ſhould, by blunder, be different to that they 
were originally intended, it no way appears ſo 
very extraordinary, nor fo greatly ſtrange to 
me, ſince I have ſeen ſo many of the like kind 
in the lower Empire, nay, even in this fame 
Emperor, and can, I think, produce leveral 
full as great blunders as that may be. I have 
one with a female figure on the reverſe, the 
legend Cor. a-g. the laſt is aug. but what the 
proper legend is before it, F am to ſeek. An- 
other of the ſaid Emperor, reverſe, a female 
ſtanding alſo, legend, Proudntia au. the o is 
extremely ſmall, or almoſt like a large dot, or 
point: ſo that beſides this, here are three let- 
ters abſolutely wanting, if we ſuppoſe it in- 
tended for Providentia aug. One alſo with 
Lit. au. unleſs we ſupply it Lætitia aug. 
Now, the four letters of Oriens do ſtill ſtand 
in their proper place in Oriuna, to wit, Ori 
and ; the e is indeed turned to an 2, and for 
the s ſtands an a, not ſo very extraordinary, 
conſidering the above-mentioned. Now, fup- 
poling, as yet, one letter only to be blunder- 
ingly altered, to wit, 42, which ſhould be e, of 

which 
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which, or ſuch like, many ſimilar inſtances 


could be brought, it would then, I fay, ſtand 
Oriena aug. and why might not this, I pray, 
be judged a proper termination from Oriens, 
when conſidered, as hinted, in a female ſenſe and 
repreſentation? But if, as yet, we may be allowed 
to ſuppoſe the @ likewiſe to be put inſtead of 
an s, it would then ſtand, as propoſed, Oriens 
aug. Neither need this to appear ſo greatly 
forced, if we conſider the next letter after 
Orien, or Oriun, to be an à before vg. it will 
conſequently then ſtand Oriuna aug. if we can 
but imagine two of this letter @ to have been 
ſtruck together by miſtake, inſtead of one, of 
which I am well ſatisfied (and others may, by 
what is ſaid) of full as much; or even inſtances 
of many more remarkable blunders committed 
on ſome of the + Coins of this Emperor, in 
different parts, by careleſſneſs of ſtupid work- 
men, more fully likewiſe proved by infinity of 
Coins of the lower Empire. And again, 
ſhould we ſtill incline to change the name of 


F I have one alſo of Carauſius, reverſe a figure ſtanding with 
ſeemingly in the left hand a military enſign, the legend the 
contrary way, as concoudia, poſſibly for concordia, though that 
ſuppoſcd to be o, is like a dot. There is alſo ſomewhat like u 
thereafter ; the / in the exergue is alſo turned the wrong way. 
Another would read it Diana con, &c. 

| Mithra, 
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+Mithra, and to call it Phœbe, thecceleſtial Diana, 
Luna, Urania, Oriuna, or that of any one particu- 
lar conſtellation; if we ſuppoſe then, that which 
ſhe has in her hand to be a ſmall branch, or a 
bit of laurel, proportioned work to the reſt, our 
buſt of Diana with Adjutrix, a laurel crown 
in her hand, and a branch of palm or laurel 
over her ſhoulder, ſomewhat behind, is not 
greatly or altogether unlike that alſo behind 
the buſt of Oriuna. Thus then, if we incline 
to ſuppoſe it the quiver of arrows, common 
to the earthly Diana, a laurel, or a torch, 

common to Mithra, and above, at the upper 
end thereof, ſomewhat, as ſome have imagined, 
not much whlike a half-moon r, is, what I can- 
not pretend to determine, poſſibly the whole 
appearing not greatly more unlike the one of 
theſe than the other. All I can further fay 
thereon, is, that it ſeems to me as like either of 
them, as like any thing elſe we can well ima- 
gine. Yet this, however, upon the whole, 
muſt reaſonably and inconteſtably be concluded, 

that whatſoever it be, it is abſolutely ſome ſym- 


+ Vid. G. Simeon, or Morery, Artic. Chyndonax, found in a 
tomb, a ſtone in form of a barrel, with an inſcription of two 
circular lines around it, in form of a garland or crown, viz, 
Miberc e 6gyads, Se. 

t Luna, or the Moon. was * termed Nania. 
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which, or ſuch like, many ſimilar inſtances 


could be brought, it would then, I fay, ſtand 
Oriena aug. and why might not this, I pray, 
be judged a proper termination from Oriens, 
when conſidered, as hinted, in a female ſenſe and 
repreſentation? But if, as yet, we may be allowed 
to ſuppoſe the a likewiſe to be put inſtead of 
an s, it would then ſtand, as propoſed, Oriens 
aug. Neither need this to appear fo greatly 
forced, if we conſider the next letter after 
Orien, or Oriun, to be an à before vg. it will 
conſequently then ſtand Oriuna aug. if we can 
but imagine two of this letter @ to have been 
ſtruck together by miſtake, inſtead of one, of 
which I am well ſatisfied (and others may, by 
what is ſaid) of full as much; or even inſtances 
of many more remarkable blunders committed 
on ſome of the + Coins of this Emperor, in 
different parts, by careleſſneſs of ſtupid work- 
men, more fully likewiſe proved by infinity of 
Coins of the lower Empire. And again, 
ſhould we ſtill incline © to change the name of 


+ I have one alſo of Carauſius, reverſe a figure ſtanding with 
ſeemingly in the left hand a military enſign, the legend the 


contrary way, as concoudia, poſſibly for concordia, though that 


ſuppoſcd to be o, is like a dot. There is alſo ſomewhat like u 

thereafter ; the / in the exergue is alſo turned the wrong way. 

Another would read it Diana con, c. ; 
Mithra, 
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+ Mithra, and to call it Phœbe, the cœleſtial Diana, 


Luna, Urania, Oriuna, or that of any one particu- 
lar conſtellation; if we ſuppoſe then, that which 
ſhe has in her hand to be a ſmall branch, or a 
bit of laurel, proportioned work to the reſt, our 
buſt of Diana with Adjutrix, a laurel crown 
in her hand, and a branch of palm or laurel 
over her ſhoulder, ſomewhat behind, is not 
greatly or altogether unlike that alſo behind 
the buſt of Oriuna. Thus then, if we incline 
to ſuppoſe it the quiver of arrows, common 
to the earthly Diana, a laurel, or a torch, 
common to Mithra, and above, at the upper 
end thereof, ſomewhat, as ſome have imagined, 
not much unlike a halt-moon :, is, what I can- 
not pretend to determine, poſſibly the whole 
appearing not greatly more unlike the one of 
theſe than the other. All I can further ſay 
thereon, is, that it ſeems to me as like either of 
them, as like any thing elſe we can well ima- 
gine. Yet this, however, upon the whole, 
muſt reaſonably and inconteſtably be concluded, 

that whatſoever it be, it is abſolutely ſome ſym- 


+ Vid. G. Simeon, or Morery, Artic. Chyndonax, found in a 
tomb, a ſtone in form of a barrel, with an inſcription of two 
circular lines around it, in form of a garland or crown, vix. 
Miene ey se, Se. 


t Luna, or the Moon. was alſo termed Urania. 
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bol, or attribute, appertaining to a Divinity, 
and not that 'of Bhs. bead human perſon, — 
preſs, or earthly female. And ſtill, to confirm 
this yet more fully, and beyond all manner of 
diſpute or contradiction, the crown or garland 
of laurel around the whole buſt, is a plain de- 
monſtration of its not being any way intended 
for a human being; ſince there is no inſtance 
can be given of any real earthly female having 
a laurel crown, or ſuch garland, around her 
buſt, amongſt the Romans; neither do I re- 
member fuch like even amongſt the Greeks, 
much more ready to compliment their Em- 
preſſes with the attributes of their Divinities, or 
what not, ſo properly their due. We have in- 
deed ſuch like around the buſts of Pompey, 


Brutus, and ſome Syrian Kings, who affected di- 


vine attributes and new titles; we find it around 
alſo the name of Auguſtus, ſtruck in various 

rovinces, to wit, on the reverſe ſide; and ſo 
of Gothic Kings: otherwiſe around noted in- 
ſcriptions, names of places, or towns, as that 
likewiſe about the ſymbols of Divinities, ſuch 
as the lyre of Apollo, or club of Hercules, &c. 
Thus, if all hitherto mentioned on the head, in 
the hand, or behind her, were of the like kind, 
it would not be inconſiſtent, but very pro- 
per with ſuch like Divinity ; and more parti- 


cularly 
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cularly ſo, if we can ſuppoſe ſuch to be 
belonging to, or to have afnicy with Apollo. 
Nor can we imagine there is juſt room 
to apprehend it to be otherwiſe. Neither 
is it, as obſerved, in the leaſt conſiſtent, or 
proper, for any earthly female ; nor can there 
be produced a precedent, or the leaſt inſtance 
ef any thing of this kind, amongft the Ro- 
mans, ſo to confirm their ill- grounded ima- 
ginations, with their ſtrong anions of this 
being a real earthly perſon, or Empreſs. Nei- 
ther is there the leaſt juſt reaſon to think 
there ſhould be any fuch like bold and pri- 
mary precedent, ftarted at that latter time of 
the Roman Empire. Thus, whether as pro- 
poſed then, this buſt, or female repreſentation, 
be allowed to be that of the aforeſaid Divini- 
ties, conſidered and united into one, or that 
only of one of them, is not ſo greatly mate- 
rial to us, as that it is one or the other, which 
is what we inſiſt on, and do imagine to have ſuffi- 
ciently proved, according to the higheſt probabi- 
lity. And now, from what has been ſaid, it may 
readily be imagined, that I am in no manner 
of doubt as to the veracity of this Coin, other- 
wiſe, it may be ſaid, I might have ſaved myſelf 
this trouble of writing on the ſubject. I ſhall 
freely then acknowledge, agree, and allow, that 

| 
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I think, and am more apt to believe and con- 
ſider it, as a real, genuine, and true Coin of 
that time, than otherwiſe, Yet I cannot but 
at the ſame time add, that it does not give me 
all the full ſatisfaction, and unqueſtionable 
content and pleaſure, which is to be wiſhed 
for, or to be defired in a Medal of that conſe- 
quence, or indeed even to be ſo fully fatisfac- 
tory to me, as any, or all the coins in filver I 


am poſſeſſed of, of that Emperor, nor any way 


ſo well ſatisfied as to goodneſs of the work, or 
perfection of the legend. | 

However, we are to put and conſider this, 
with many others, (though true) as ſuch, which 
do not give all the pleaſure and full ſatisfaction 
to be wiſhed ; neither did I ever conſider it in 


the ſame very extraordinary light, as ſome would 


have it, or even of that conſequence to be pur- 
chaſed at any great rate, when offered me; 
never conſidering it as the Wife of Carauſius, 
or as that of any real earthly perſon. 

Finally, to conclude, after having more fully 
and duly conſidered the whole, I am thoroughly 
convinced and fatisfied, that it is the head of a 
Divinity, and is indeed that in particular of 
Diana, as is at firſt obſerved, with her Pearl 
Necklace, Attributes, &c. as before mentioned. 


Now, whether Pallas, as Diana, the daughter of 


Jupiter, 
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piter, might be conſidered alike, if not the 
ſame, I ſhall not here inſiſt, but that this alſo 
has the Leg. Comes, the Companion, and has an 
olive branch in her hand, as that of Oriuna, is 
certain, (vid. Genebrier.) Pallas was particularly 
adored in this our iſland, as at Bath, &c. that 
being termed Urbs Ague Palladiz. So Aqua 
Solis, and many of Carauſius coins are frequently 
found there. That of Tutela might probably 
likewiſe be brought in. As to the legend of 
Oriuna, that which has been ſaid thereon ap- 

s to me ſufficient; but, at the ſame time, 
muſt add, that another Coin appearing with 
Leg. Oriuna, will ſtill be a yet further confir- 
mation, that there is ſuch a real name. And 
as yet I cannot omit adding, that if the reader 


will compare the head of the figure in our 
Plate of Coins, legend, Adjutrix, he will find 


it to be the ſame with that of Oriuna. In a 
word, I call on ſuch as object, to point out the 
leaſt probable ſign of its being a real perſon, 
either from the ornaments, ſymbols, or legend. 


P. S. If any collector, or other perſon, have any of 
the Coins of the Emperor Carauſius, or thoſe of Allec- 
tus, in either metal of theſe two Emperors, fo as to ſuit 
the collection of the Author of this Diſſertation, for fur- 
ther uſe, he is ready to make proper returns by exchanges 
of the ſame Emperors, or otherwiſe of other ſuitable 
medals, or recompenſe. | 
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